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eries  "vear  out  so  fast?     It's  not  entirely  the  actior.  of  s"jjilight,  though  that  is 
hard  on  ^"indo7.'  c-jjrtains.    Perhaps  most  of  us  have  never  considered  the  possihility 
that  the  draperies  have  "been  affected  "by  absorption  of  gases  from  the  air  in  the 
house.     S-uLphur  in  gases  froir.  coal-ourning  stoves  and  f'urnaces,  and  in  illumi- 
nating gas,   is  destructive  to  all  kinds  of  fahrics.    Zven  when  the  familiar  s'uL- 
phur  or  coal-gas  smell  is  not  present,  there  may  he  some  sulphur  fumes  ".vhich 
comhine  vjith  m.oist"ure  to  make  strong  acids.    These  are  often  m.ore  destructive  than 
the  normal  '.Tear  on  c-jjrtains,   r-j.gs,  and  draperies. 

T'here  is  a  simple  way  to  protect  your  household  textiles  frori  the 
gases  and  at  the  samie  time  make  them  miore  fire-resisting.     The  treatment  does  not 
affect  the  appearance  of  most  fahrics.     You  simi'olj''  dip  the  fahrics  in  a  solution 
made  of  7  o'lUices  of  oorax  and  3  o^ances  of  Doric  acid  dissolved  in  2  quarts  of 
water.     In  treating  water-resistant  fahrics  enough  soap  is  added  to  the  solution 
to  form  a  suds.    Laundered  articles  have  us^'Jially  lost  their  sizing,  so  soap  is 
not  needed. 

There  are  other  good  fire-resisting  and  gasproof ing  fornula^s,  "but 

ever^'^one  is  familiar  "uth  oorax  and  "boric  acid  and  every  drug  store  sells  them  for 
a  small  s"'JLm,   so  it  is  not  difficult  to  miake  the  solution  at  hom.e.     This  ocrate 
treatment  does  not  f'urnish  protection  against  sunlight,  "but  treated  curtains 
suffer  no  more  than  -ontreated  ones.    Articles  la-jindered  or  exposed  to  the  /leather 
must  have  the  fire-resisting  dip  after  each  la-ijindering  or  "'/etting. 
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